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who, by her removal, were ſubjefed r to much 
' bardſhip. My father, for want of keeping 
his place, forfeited his unity with friends, 
by which the family became diſperſed, and 
| none of us Entinued j in the ſociety. | 


ee e e 0. 
by the perſuaſion of ſome of my father's re- 
Jatioris, I was ſprinkled at Ormſkirk ; from 
which time I continued to frequent the pub- 

Ick worſhip, until I joined friends. At 
about fourteen I was placed out apprentice | 
to a taylor, where I ſuffered much; but in 
maſter, to whom I Was bound, not having 
ſufficient employment for me, after 1 had 
ſerved about half my time, turned me over 
to a friend for the remainder of the term, 
whereby I got ſome relief. And in his 
family they would often be ſpeaking of my 
mother, who was eſteemed a valuable friend; 
* | 
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ene noy frequent opportunities af: .-- 


kn. in friends company, and obſerving 
their regular lives and converſation, it gave 
me a ſecret liking towards them; but Iook- 
ing upon myſelf to be a ſettled member 9 
the eſtabliſhed church (ſo called), and there 
being moſt liberty for worldly indulgence, .1 
endeavoured to ſatisfy myſelf in that way as 
long as I could; being. often ſtrongly tempted 
: by youthful luſts after the common evils that 
are i in the world; yet I was mercifully pre- 
ſerved from the groſſer part thereof. At 
length it pleaſed the Lord, who had long 
followed me by his ſecret reb ukes, to break 
in upon my ſoul by his powerful love, and 
> awakening viſitations, to ſhew me, that was 
not my reſt, becauſe. it was polluted. - My 4 


9 preſent ſtate and condition being now clearly 
laid open to my views, by the light that 
ſhined into my dark heart, 1 ſaw ſin to be 
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Meeting with employment in my trade i in- 
the county of Somerſet, and being con- 


| vinced of the bleſſed truth, I ſettled amongſt 


friends, and continued in that part of the 
country ſome years; when, about the year 


1724, my mouth was firſt opened in the 
work of the miniſtry, at a meeting at Cla- 


verham in the ſaid county, which I attended 
for ſome years, before I went much abroad. 
Aﬀter my ſtay here about twelve years, I 
entered into a married ſtate with Eſther | 


: Thurſton, « of Thornbury, in Glonceſterſhire, 
widow, where I then ſettled. We lived to- 


gether in true unity about five years, when 


- he was removed from me by death. During 


my reſidence here, the Lord laid a concern 
upon me to pay a religious viſit to divers | 


northern counties, and Scotland, alſo South 
and North Wales; with which I acquainted | 


my friends, and having their concurrence 
and 
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and certificate, I ſet forward, endeavouring 
to look with a ſingle eye to my good guide, 
who was pleaſed to enable me to perform 
this ſervice to my on comfort; and the 
fatisfaction of my friends : for which, and 


for his preſervation and care over me every 


way unto this time, I bow the knee of my 


ſoul to my gracious and merciſul God. Al- 


though I ſometimes ſer out in great inward, 


poverty, yet I was ſecretly ſupported by an 


inviſible hand, that I could truly fay, the 
Lord was my ſhepherd, and bountifully ſup- | 
plied all my wants, ſo as many times to make 
my cup to run over, filling my heart with 
his love; that I can now ſay, What ſhall I 
0 all his benefits, who. 


render to the Lord 
has been my morning light, and I: humbly 
Hoon: will be. wy. evening, 12 bo | 
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Alfter 3 Joke I e at - Thorn- 

Fg! wil about five years longer, viſiting the . 
meetings of my friends i in moſt of the weſtern 

1 and north-weſt counties, as the Lord Was 

bo: pleaſed to open my way. And about the | 

| year 1743, & concern was laid upon me to 

viſit the principal towns. in the county of 

| | Devon, where there were no friends ; and ” 

1 . norwirhſtanding the undertaking looked diffi- 

„ cult and arduous, yet as I was preſerved. in 

4 a faithful obedience to the Lord's requirings, | 

1 = he who put me forth was. pleaſed to go be- 

fore me in ſuch a manner, that notwitli- 

| ſtanding i it was ſometimes attended with very 

BB cloſe exerciſe, yet through his divine aſſiſt- 


1 ance I was enabled to perform this ſervice 
ki ro a good degree of ſatisfaction, and to meet 


with no oppoſition; 70 except in one place 
, | from an an gry prieſt. Ar ſeveral towns 1 


| had meetings in the ſtreets and market-  _ 
„„ "oaks. 
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then ſettled. She has been a true help-meet 
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ar my marriage 1 viſted moſt of hi 2 
; counties of England and Wales at different 
times, as the Lord was. pleaſed to. open my 5 
way, and enable me for it; chrough all 

which I have to acknowledge with thank- | 
fulneſs to my God, in whoſe fervice I. went 
forth, that I lacked nothing, but was won- 
 derfully preſerved and ſupported ; yet have 
nothing to glory in but that arm that was 
made bare for my help, and have done no > 
more than was my duty to do. I have had 
many public ſervices in barns and other 


= places where there were no friends ſettled, 


and have attended many marriages and bu- 
rials not herein particularly noticed, where- ; 


; by 1 have endeavoured to fill up my time: 
and under an humbling ſenſe of the Lord's 

goodneſs, I can now look back with ſatis- 
faction and thankfulneſs to him who has 
enabled me ſo far to do my day's work in 
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e CE "5 7 
he day-time, ad am now . in my 


old age to drink of chat rock , out of which 
_flow the iſſues of life; ſo that now, through 
As merciful aid, I can ſet up my DEberiezor, 


| and a 6 Oe the OY ME and —_ 


* was called! into the videnard Whew young, 
and have ever ſince found work enough to 
do, either in digging, watering, or e N 
it not being a time for flothful ſervants, nor 

| will it do to put that candle, which has been 
Tighted in us, under a bed or a buſhel, 5 
Lord did not find me out amongſt the wiſe 

and prudent of this world; but he took me 5 
from the ſtones of the ſtreet, where, in his 
wiſdom and goodneſs, he has often raiſed up 
children to Abraham. I have now t6-rejoice _ 
my day's work is ſo near a happy cloſe, 
having patiently now only to wait my ap- | 
: pointed time, until my change thall come, "xg 
(Here ends the account our dear friend gives of himſelf. 1 
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0 old age, he was rendered incapable of going 
far from home, he diligently. attended his; 
own and neighbouring meetings, frequently 


appearing therein in ſhort but lively exhor- 


tations, endeavouring to ſtir up the minds 
of friends to a faithful. attention to their 


: duty. He had a ſpirit of diſcernment be- 5 


yond many, and an excellent gift in the diſ- 
cipline of the church, having a clear ſight. 
of the inſufficiency of the outward form, 
without the influence of the divine power. 


to ſupport it to edification. His miniſtry 
was plain and powerful, often reaching the : 
8. 8 of truth in the hearts of bis hearerts N 
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an awful ſolemnity covering his ſpirit, where- 
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1 deſire ta be content with the | 


point d 


"+ A 16 1 
N feel my natural faculties fail much; 
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8 
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will, and to wait all the days of my ap- 
ad time, until my change ſhall come; ; 


and it is pleaſant to think 1 draw ſo near 
the end of my race, and can now ſet up 
my Ebenezer, and ſays Hitherto the Lord 


i has been my ſhield, and de ne : 
| 5 reward! 3 8 40 5 SITIO, ee eee. 


. 
„ * L 
4 
* 5 0 
* y 


ne a few friends ſitting by 


him, he fed, „ 1 find my body [advancing 


-6C, 


66 


e 


to fee the for 


apace towards its diff lution ; | but death 
e is no king of terrors ig me; 1 hope 1 
ſhall be ready for my final change: : and 
although our meeting in this place is but 
ſmall, it affords me a ſecret ſatisfaction 
ing Hand at Work in ſome 


of our youth, and that they are meaſur- 
| — called into an ; Which I hope 
6 * they 


FER I 
4, they will give up 10. The world, and 
the things of it, has lain too near, and 
. hurt the growth of ſome who might have 
= made further advances, had they. pot 
0 been hindered ae 


Aut . time, dera of the SAVE our 
religious ſociety, he remarked, * Although 
«© many have fallen, and ſome degenerated 

0 into form, yet I believe the truth is kept 

e to in as much ſimplicity amongſt us as 

“ amongſt any people. I have often thought 

“ of Paul's addreſs to the . 


& ticular converts, where he fays, 1 


« that ye are ſo ſoon removed unto another 
% goſpel, which,” ſays he, is not another, 
but there may be ſome that trouble you, | 
Cans and would pervert the goſpel of Chriſt ; 
4 but though we, or an angel from heaven 
86: bog mad any other goſ pel, let him be a. 
Yi SHS: 5 3 curſed.” | 
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40 cursed. He' dh bertel ere was 


5 but one goſpel, however . ſome may have 
e e form, and called it the 
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He was e to fell v very little pain, 


his complaint being a gradual decay of na- 
ture. He kept his bed about two or three 


days, which time he ſaid but little, 


alidogh) he ſcemed quite ſenſible to the laſt. 


About an hour before his end he turned 
himſelf in his bed, and ſeemed to fall into a 


flecep; ſoon after which, he quietly departed - 
; without ſigh or groan, the 18th day of the 
th month, 1784, about the eighty-ſecond | 


year of his ASE £2 miniſter about 1 years. 
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4 * Thus « our 5 3 br friend, 1 a 


: long and well · pent life, finiſhed his. courſe, 
9d we doubt not hath entered that Hedge. 
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N 
A Teſtimony from the Monthly Mecrieg : 


of Baldock, and Quarterly Meeting of Hert- 
| fordſhire, was given forth concerning this 

our honourable ancient friend ; bur as the 
| ſubſtance thereof is contained in the preced- 
ing Narrative, and the addition beginning at 
page 16, to inſert it is thought an unneceſ- 
: fary repetition, 
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Bange. A new edition. 6d. ſtitched in blue paper. 

A * of the Eife, Labours, Travels, and Suffer- 
ings in and for the Goſpel), of John Banks. A new 
edition, 28. 6d, bound. N. B. The above bound toge= : 
ther in one volume, 3s. 

A Teſtimony of the Monthly Meeting, of Friends at 

rmont 1n Weſtphalia, Germany, concerning John 
Pemberton, of Philadelphia in North America: with 

> his Epiſtle to the Inhabitants of Amſterdam, 4d. ſtitched. - 
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Some Memoirs of the Life of John Roberts, Written | 


by his Son Daniel Roberts. zd edition, 94. 
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Piety Promoted, the Ninth Part, forming a Fourth 
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